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to the needs of delinquents between sixteen and eight-
een, the others are for boys between fourteen and
sixteen. For juvenile offenders between eighteen and
twenty room is made in ordinary prisons, though
caution is exercised to make sure that these youthful
offenders cannot mingle with the more vicious profes-
sional criminal or with recidivists. Children under
fourteen are by law absolved from all criminal re-
sponsibility,
The mentally incapacitated persons who commit
crimes, the psychopathic and insane criminals, whether
their insanity is of a temporary nature or deep-seated,
are promptly segregated from the general run of pris-
oners and placed in special hospitals, or in special
wards set aside for such cases in the general hospitals.
The law in their case is still more lenient and a man
who has committed murder in a fit of temporary but
genuine insanity is likely to go free when the govern-
ment's medical experts certify that he has been cured
and is normal once more. Criminals suffering from
chronic ailments and incurables are sent to farm colo-
nies especially limited to inmates of this type.
THE extent to which human nature is redeemable
is poignantly dramatized by an experiment with the
most predatory elements from among the homeless
children which was undertaken by none other than the
G. P. U., the dreaded Russian Secret Political Police.
In 1925 the G. P. U. requested the Soviet govern-